2007-2008 Topics in United States History Course
Mr. Magaha
Contact Information: 410-641-2171
 or 
GPMagaha@mail.worcester.k12.md.us

To be successful in Advanced Placement US History, students must have:

· a strong commitment to and interest in US History

· a willingness to strive to meet the demands of a college level course

· intellectual curiosity and creativity

· willingness to make the AP Program a priority

· strong reading, writing, and test taking skills

· excellent attendance

· an A or B in World History

Students enrolled in AP US History should consider the following requirements for this class:

· nightly homework, including weekends

· frequent tests and quizzes based on reading material not necessarily covered in class

· extensive note taking

· essay assignments

· oral reports

· research outside the school setting

· debates and discussion

Students taking Advanced Placement US History are expected to maintain their commitment to the program and to take the Advanced Placement Examination given in May.  Students who are successful on this examination may receive advanced college status and/or 3-8 college credits depending on the college and the student’s grad on the exam.
National A.P.U.S.History Exam: A 3 hour and 5 minute exam that includes 55 minutes of multiple choice questions, a 60 minute document based question, and two 35 minute free response essays.
Historical Time Periods Analyzed & Assessed
Pre Columbian – 1607: Pre Colonial Era
1607-1763: Colonial Era
1763-1787: Revolutionary Era
1787-1800: Birth of a Nation
1800-1828: Jeffersonian & Era of Good Feelings

1828-1848: Jacksonian Era

1820-1861: Sectionalism

1861-1877: Civil War & Reconstruction

1865-1900: Western Expansion & Industrialization

Materials Required
· Large three ring binder

· Dividers for each historical time period.

· Kennedy, Cohen, and Bailey, American Pageant, Houghton Mifflin Company, 2006, 13th ed. $78.00 (you are not required to purchase, but can)

· American Pageant Workbook  $22.00 (you are not required to purchase, but can)

Resourceful Websites

www.collegeboard.com
www.pbs.org/
www.historychannel.com
www.hippocampus.org/
GRADING CATEGORIES & DESCRIPTIONS
· Formal Assessments: Tests, Essays, DBQ’s.  (100 to 200 points)

· Quizzes and Quests: Fill in the blank, short answer, selected response, and geographic identification.  (10 and 50 points)
· Homework: Note taking, outlines, presidential evaluations, research, and essays.  (10 – 50 points) 

· Classwork: All work completed in class, research in the library, and participation. (10- 50 points) 

· Final Exam- There will be a cumulative final exam at the end of the semester.  This will account for 10 % of the final grade.

· Final Grade- 90% is the total points earned divided by total points possible.  10% final exam.

Homework

· Every night even weekends.

· Students will read roughly 10-15 pages per night from their text or from an outside source.  They are required to take notes in their notebook.  There will be a quiz on the reading assigned almost every day.

· Homework is not accepted late except for extreme circumstances, which rarely occur.

· If a student is in school and misses my class for any reason, and a major assignment is due it must be turned in that day or it will not be accepted.

Assessments

· Debates will be graded as a formal assessments, this includes the research on your character, participation, and the accurateness of the viewpoint/argument.

· There is generally one in class writing assignment per week.

· A number of unit tests, chapter tests/quizzes are given.  Each unit test consists of selected response questions and essays.  

Copies of the tests are never given to students.  They may keep quizzes.  Students have one week to make up a test.  (Subject to change)
Review for the entire course will begin on January 20, 2008.  

Dear Parent or Guardian,

This course is a nationally administered course that is available to students who wish to earn college credits during their junior or senior years in high school.  This course is also a preparatory course for college.  Each student participant is expected to take the national Advanced Placement Exam on May 9, 2008.  Depending on the student’s score he/she will be eligible to receive college credits for United States history in college.  Depending on the score and the college, the student may be exempted from any U.S. History requirements.  That may save you thousands of dollars!  
To be prepared for the exam the student will be required to do an extensive amount of reading and writing.  Your child is expected to manage their schedules to allow themselves time to fully commit to this course.  Their success on the national exam will be determined by their ability to retain the information presented to them and to write essays on various historical topics.  The focus of the course is to prepare them for the national exam.  Your support of your child’s efforts and for the the course is essential for success.  I recommend you attend each parent conference night and to communicate with me if you have any questions or concerns.  Together we can provide the framework were by your child will receive the best education and opportunity to earn college credits.  Thank you for all your support.
Sincerely,

Garrett Magaha  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I fully understand and support the syllabus for Mr. Magaha’s Advanced Placement U.S. History course.  I understand the expectations of the student in the course.  I also recognize that the grade assigned to the student at the end of the semester is not weighted.  I will notify Mr. Magaha if for any reason the following student will not be taking the National A.P. Exam on May 9, 2008.    
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